
PHIL 182-008
Ethics

Fall 2020

Instructor: Daniel Skibra

Time and Location: T, Th 3:00-4:15pm*, online

Contact: email: dskibra@luc.edu

Office Hours: Tues, 11:00 - 1:00pm (or by appointment) via Zoom

* A good portion of this class will be delivered online, asynchronously. We will, however,
have synchronous meetings via Zoom every so often. These are scheduled in advance and
would only occur during within the class period designated above. See course schedule below
for exact dates and times.

Course Description

From Course Catalog: This course is a general introduction to ethics or moral philosophy.
The course examines both ethical norms for conduct (e.g., theories of right and wrong action,
theories of justice, and theories of human rights) and ethical norms for judging the goodness
or badness of persons and their lives. The course examines alternative theories value and
morality. Special attention will be given to criteria for choosing between conflicting ethical
theories, moral disagreement, the justification of moral judgments, and the application of
ethical standards to practical decision-making and ethical questions that arise in everyday
life.

Instructor’s Description: Ethics is the branch of philosophy concerned with what is
good, bad, right, and wrong and what it is for an act to be any of those things. This course
will introduce you to some of the central topics and questions in ethics. We will examine
answers to ethical questions like: What makes an act right? What is it for something to
be good? What determines the moral rules, and why abide by them? Why have any such
rules to begin with? To what extent, if any, are such rules objective or merely subjective?
Along the way, you will be introduced to some of the most influential ethical theories like
utilitarianism, deontology, social contract theory, and virtue ethics. Most importantly, you
will be encouraged to develop the critical and theoretical resources to evaluate these theories
and the answers proposed to the questions above.

Outcome Statement

Students will be able to demonstrate understanding of the major philosophical questions in
the area of social philosophy with attention to the historical and conceptual development of
these questions, and be able to articulate some of the major problems and responses central
to this area of philosophy.
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This Course and the University Core Curriculum

Knowledge Area(s) satisfied: Philosophical Knowledge, Ethics
Skill(s) Developed Critical Thinking Skills and Dispositions,

Ethical Awareness and Decision-Making
Value Requirement(s) satisfied: none

Course Requirements

Assignments

10 Short Quizzes: 20 points
2 Papers (≈ 4 – 5 pages each): 25 points each
Mid-term: 40 points
Final Exam: 40 points
Discussions: 25 points total

• Discussion 1 (on relativism) 5 points
• Discussion 2 (on utilitarianism) 5 points
• Discussion 3 (on Kantianism) 5 points
• Discussion 4 (on social contract theory) 5 points
• Discussion 5 (on virtue ethics) 5 points

Remaining Assignments: 25 points

• Introductions 2 points
• Reading Exercise 1 3 points
• Reading Exercise 2 3 points
• Reading Exercise 3 3 points
• Reading Exercise 4 3 points
• Reading Exercise 5 3 points
• Small Writing Assignment 1 4 points
• Small Writing Assignment 2 4 points

Notes on assignments

Resources for writing a philosophy paper:

• http://www.jimpryor.net/teaching/guidelines/writing.html

Grading

There will be a total of 200 points to earn in this class by the end of the term. A record
of the points you have earned will be displayed in Sakai. The percentage of points you earn
will be converted into letter grades as follows:
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A : [94%, 100%]

A− : [90%, 94%)

B+ : [86%, 90%)

B : [83%, 86%)

B− : [80%, 83%)

C+ : [76%, 80%)

C : [73%, 76%)

C− : [70%, 73%)

D+ : [66%, 70%)

D : [63%, 66%)

D− : [60%, 63%)

F : <60%

Course Policies

What to Expect

Here is what a typical week would look like when you are taking this class. You will access
the course material on Sakai. The course material will be organized by week, so simply
navigate to the appropriate week, where all you have to do for the week is laid out in the
weekly module. Each module will contain a breakdown of the week’s work, reproducing the
information on the syllabus, but with more detail and instructions. A typically week will
include readings (pdfs of readings not from the Shafer-Landau book will be available on
Sakai), videos of lectures, and the assignments for the week. Unless I advise otherwise, aim
to do the week’s reading before watching the lectures. Some weeks will have a heavier reading
load than others, but I aimed to keep the reading load manageable. Still, the readings are
challenging, so be prepared to take your time with them.

You should expect to watch about an hour’s worth of lectures a week. Take notes while
watching these much as you would during a regular class period. The lectures will compress
the material a bit, so expect for it to take you longer than an hour to watch, when you
account for your note taking, stopping the video, and re-watching parts of the lecture as
needed. The lectures will be embedded directly into Sakai, so you can stream them to your
computer or mobile device.

The lectures will be delivered asynchronously, so you can watch them at your own leisure.
We will also have live class meetings occurring over Zoom, which you will also access via
Sakai. These synchronous meetings won’t occur every week, but close to it. They are
scheduled in advance (the schedule appears on this syllabus, and the weekly modules will
contain reminders), so can make sure to plan for them. They only occur during the times
that were originally scheduled for the course, so you should not have any conflicts with other
classes.

Finally, on a given week, there are a number of assignments you will have to complete.
You will find more information about them, including the dates and times they will be
due, on Sakai. Among the more traditional academic assignments, you will have two essay
assignments over the course of the term, a mid term exam, and a final exam. The rest of
the assignments will include reading exercises; structured, asynchronous discussions (using
VoiceThread), and short quizzes. The assignments are structured so that they are relatively
short, small assignments, but there are more of them. The motivation behind this is two-
fold, and worth sharing with you. First, it aims to maximize your engagement with the
material, with the instructor (me), and with each other as much as possible, even in an
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online environment. Second, it makes the assignments lower-stakes, but more frequent, so I
can more easily see how everyone in the course is faring with the material.

To do well in this course, you have to be committed to putting the work in every week. It’s
a manageable amount, but if you let it slide for a week or two, you run the real risk of falling
behind. If you encounter any trouble in the course (with the material, with assignments, or
with the technology), send me an email. I am happy to help, discuss, and meet with you
(virtually) as necessary.

Attendance

In face-to-face classes, I take attendance. Since we are not meeting in a classroom, I obviously
won’t be passing around a sign-in sheet. Nonetheless, your attendance is required in this
course. There are two ways that I will manage attendance for the course. First of all, I will
take attendance during our live meetings. You are required to be in attendance for those.
Second, I will monitor that you are indeed watching the lectures. (The application that
hosts the videos on Sakai, Panopto, allows me to track viewership, and I will be monitoring
this.)

If you miss more than two live Zoom meetings over the course of the term, your final
grade will drop by 5 points, and another 5 points for each additional missed Zoom meeting.
If you expect to miss a Zoom meeting, but have a valid excuse for this which you can provide
documentation of (doctor’s note, etc.), I will excuse the absence.

For the lectures, if your viewership drops below 75% (so, you watch less than 75% of
the lectures), your final grade will drop by 5 points. For every additional 5% below that
benchmark, your final grade will drop another 5 points. Since you can watch the lectures at
your own leisure, the only way you can be excused from this is if you become really sick at
some point, and can provide a doctor’s note.

Students with Disabilities

If you have a learning disability that requires special arrangements for note-taking in class,
essay-writing, or sitting exams, please inform Student Services (Sullivan Center) at the
beginning of the semester. After doing that, please inform me by the end of the first week.
Student Services will not notify me: you must approach me, and I guarantee confidentiality.

Policy on Academic Integrity

All the work you submit for this course should be your own. In writing an assignment, don’t
take a sentence from a book or website and put it into your essay without acknowledging
the source. Doing so amounts to claiming the sentence or passage to be your own work.
Plagiarism is cheating. It also prevents you from learning.

Please note: That includes unintentional or accidental plagiarizing.

Loyola’s Principles and Policies for Academic Excellence states: “Loyola University Chicago
has strict policies on incidents of plagiarism. Plagiarism is a serious academic offense and,
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in cases of the use of copyrighted material, a legal offense. Incidents of plagiarism are re-
ported to the dean of the college in which the student is enrolled and a note is placed in the
student’s file. The student receives an ‘F’ on the assignment and may receive an ‘F’ in the
course. Serious or repeated incidents of plagiarism could result in permanent expulsion from
the university.”

If you and other student(s) prepare essays together, limit it to discussion and taking brief
notes. Do not work together in writing the essay. Do not prepare for your essay by reading
another student’s essay, or let another student read yours when she is preparing her own. If
the same sentence turns up in two students’ essays, the instructor will assume that plagiarism
has occurred, and both students may get an ‘F’ for the essay-assignment.

Extension Policy

The due dates for the assignments are as they appear on the syllabus. Late assignments will
not be tolerated, and will accumulate deductions of one third of a letter grade for every day
the assignment is late. If you think you will need an extension for an assignment, you need
to request one at least two days before the due date. Do not ask after the date has passed,
or the night before the deadline.

Email/ Communication

The best way to reach me is via email. However, give me around 24 hours to respond dur-
ing the week. If you email me after 5pm on Friday, don’t expect a response until Monday
morning. Most of the time, I will be able to respond to you sooner than this, but please
plan your emails accordingly. When there is a paper due, get all of your questions to me 48
hours before the due date.

I will answer simple, specific questions over email pertaining to the course material or the
logistics of the course. I can also address simple interpretive questions you have with the ma-
terial, or arguments you are trying out for your papers. To address anything more involved,
you’ll need to meet with me virtually in office hours. (I highly encourage you to make use
of this time at some point anyway.)

Required Texts

• Russ Shafer-Landau - The Fundamentals of Ethics, Fourth Edition, Oxford University
Press, 2018 (ISBN: 9780190631390)

• Other texts will be posted to the course’s Blackboard site.
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Reading Schedule*

*The readings and assignments are due in the week they are listed. (Note that the date listed in the Date

column is the Monday of that week, even though technically, the course isn’t scheduled to meet on Mondays.)

You should aim to complete the readings in the first half of the week. In general, the assignments will tend

to be due in the second half.

Week Date Assignment Length
Introduction
Week 1 Aug 24 Introductions

Reading: S-L: Introduction
19 pages

Week 2 Aug 31 Note: Monday is Labor Day
Reading: S-L: Chapter 19: Ethical Relativism
Assignments: Reading Exercise 1 (on S-L chapter)
Quiz 1
Live class meeting: Tuesday, 9/1 at 3:30 PM

17 pages

Week 3 Sept 7 Reading: S-L: Chapter 5: Morality & Religion
Plato: Euthyphro
Assignments: Quiz 2
Discussion 1 (on relativism)
Live class meeting: Thursday, 9/10 at 3:30 PM

28 pages

Promoting the Good: Utilitarianism and Consquentialism
Week 4 Sept 14 Reading: S-L: Chapter 1: Hedonism: It’s Powerful Ap-

peal
Mill: Utilitarianism, Chapter 1
Assignments: Quiz 3
Live class meeting: Thursday, 9/17 at 3:30 PM

14 pages

Week 5 Sept 21 Reading: Mill: Utilitarianism, Chapter 2
S-L: Chapter 9: Consequentialism: Its Nature & Attrac-
tions
Assignments: Reading Exercise 2 (on Mill reading)
Quiz 4

37 pages

Week 6 Sept 28 Reading: S-L: Chapter 10: Consequentialism: Its Dif-
ficulties
Assignments: Quiz 5
Discussion 2 (on utilitarianism)
Live class meeting: Thursday, 10/1 at 3:30 PM

21 pages

Respecting Autonomy: Deontology and Kantianism
Week 7 Oct 5 Reading: S-L: Chapter 11: the Kantian Perspective:

Fairness & Justice
S-L: Chapter 12: the Kantian Perspective: Autonomy
& Respect
Assignments: Quiz 6

33 pages
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Week 8 Oct 12 Reading: Kant: Section I of Groundwork for the Meta-
physics of Morals
O’ Neil: A Simplified Account of Kant’s Ethics
Recommended: Ebels-Duggan: Kantian Ethics
Assignments: Reading Exercise 3 (on Kant reading)
Discussion 3 (on Kantianism)
Live class meeting: Thuesday, 10/13 at 3:30 PM

19 pages

Week 9 Oct 19 Reading: S-L: Chapter 3: Getting What You Want
S-L: Chapter 4: Problems for the Desire Theory
Assignments: Mid Term Exam

17 pages

Consent and Cooperation: Social Contract Theory
Week 10 Oct 26 Reading: Rawls - A Theory of Justice, Sections 20 - 25

Assignments: Reading Exercise 4 (on Rawls reading)
Live class meeting: Tuesday, 10/29 at 3:30 PM

29 pages

Week 11 Nov 2 Note: Election day!
Reading: S-L: Chapter 13: the Social Contract Tradi-
tion: the Theory & Its Attractions
Assignments: Quiz 7
Discussion 4 (on social contract theory)
Live class meeting: Thursday, 11/5 at 3:30 PM

14 pages

Living Well: Aristotle and Virtue Ethics
Week 12 Nov 9 Reading: Aristotle: Nicomachean Ethics, Book 2

Aristotle: Nicomachean Ethics, Book 3.1 - 3.2
Assignments: Quiz 8

28 pages

Week 13 Nov 16 Reading: S-L: Chapter 17: Virtue Ethics
Assignments: Quiz 9
Live class meeting: Thursday, 11/5 at 3:30 PM14
pages

20 pages

Week 14 Nov 23 Note: Thanksgiving is this week
Reading: Hursthouse: Virtue Theory and Abortion
Assignments: Quiz 10
Reading Exercise 5 (on Hursthouse essay)
Small Writing Assignment 1

24 pages

Week 15 Nov 30 No new reading – Review week
Assignments: Discussion 5 (on virtue ethics)
Small Writing Assignment 2
Live class meetings: Tuesday, 12/1 at 3:30 PM
Thursday, 12/13 at 3:30 PM

Final Exam TBD Exam Day to be determined (the week of December 7th)
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